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Chapter 7 — Habitat Loss.

This is a muted chapter. The first draft of this book was quite negative about the
Tasmanian logging and farming industries, as well as the history of land use in Tasmania, and
the current attitude of Tasmanians themselves. However that has now been totally revised,
because good advice was that this kind of criticism would distract Tasmanians from the central
message of the book.

The reason why this negative comment was included in the original draft is because
current land use practices, and past & present habitat loss in Tasmania are huge problems for the
remnant thylacine population. However if negative comment is ultimately counter-productive,
then it would be better left for another time; this book is after all not about logging or farming.

In the case of forestry it is not just logging companies who are primarily involved in
thylacine habitat loss; the government and a large portion of Tasmanian society are part of the
industry, and if not, then many people have good friends who are. So to criticise logging is
therefore to criticise a foundation of Tasmanian society. This would likely make people switch
off, and not listen to the real message of the book.

And so | will make no more than a few basic points about habitat loss as this relates
directly to the Tasmanian tiger.

A) Logging.
Few people would be unaware of the problem of halbiiss in Tasmania; it makes the
Tasmanian newspapers almost every day. By far the most prominent issue is logging, and
specifically clear fell logging of “old growth” forest. Tasmania is the largest exporter of
woodchips in the world, and it currently appears that most of that comes from remnant forest
which has not previously sufferef’
significant logging. There are man
“protected” areas excluded fror
logging, however the best place
for the Tasmanian tiger are also t
best places for logging, and in thg
habitat there is little or
protection. A
| had been tracking
thylacines in the area shown s
Plate 58 before it was logged, arge
1080 poison was subsequently us
there by the logging industry to kil
native herbivores.

Plate 58. Logging activity in ¥
previously prime thylacine habitat. g8

Over the past 30 years the logging industry has focussed increasingly on high volume
chipping of dry forest eucalypts, which in the North West for example, has displaced some
thylacines into thicker central rainforest areas of what is now referred to as the Tarkine
Wilderness.

However there has recently been a shift toward utilisation of rainforest timbers as well.
Example; a joint government/industry announcement mentioned in the July-September 2004
edition of Australian Geographic Magazine, which refers to mill alterations and logging
operations about to begin, both aimed specifically at virgin rainforest myrtle trees (Mocatta,
2004). According to the Forestry Tasmania Assistant General Manager of Operations, “Forestry
Tasmania plans to manage the heart of the Tarkine for extraction of myrtle indefinitely” (p.47).
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Large scale institutionalised logging which speseifiy targets rainforest is a new
development in Tasmania, and an additional pregkerthylacine has not previously dealt with;
one more reason why now is clearly the time of negeor this species.

| understand the reason why poison is used tankilive animals in wilderness areas is
because possums, wallabies and wombats have adiatilibling the tops of new plantation
seedlings. This makes the trees grow in two oretlstems instead of one; reducing the final
profit margin. The impact of this on the thylaciokreany other native species is not clear, but it
obviously cannot be good. Briefly with regard te tiise of 1080 poison, the following appeared
in “Tasmanian Country” newspaper (12/9/2003 p.2):

“ Statutes short on 1080 safeguards according to DPIWE (Department of Primary Isthies, Water
and Energy), one poisoned pademe(oative wallaby)can contain enough 1080 to kill 12 dogs or 90
cats... animals could wander for kilometres befdyéng, and carrion eaters could carry the carcasses
even further... ‘anyone who lives 2km from whers@ohas been laid has to keep their dog muzzled or
tied up for six months.”

B) Farming.

Plate 59. Cleared farming land in previously prithglacine habitat.

Current farming practices in Tasmania are a probfer the thylacine. Using 1080
poison to kill wallabies & wombats (to stop thentieg grass in the paddocks) is one of several
normal farming practices which have a range of ftoweffects to influence and alter entire
wilderness ecosystems. Farmers’ habit of shootatiye animals, then leaving them to lay dead
on the ground, creates a boom in the number of &aEm devils.

C) Mining.
Mining obviously causes direct habitat loss, buspos which come from mines are the
greater long term problem. Example “The Advocatevapaper (15/8/03 p.39):

“ River clean up ‘a priority’Cleaning up the headwaters of the Arthur River &hbie a priority task for
Waratah and the surrounding region, the Tarkineidtal Coalition said. And it may take many years
and an investment of many millions of dollars frtra State Government. A 30km stretch of Tasmania’'s
longest wild river, flanked by myrtle rainforestashbeen killed by a cocktail of heavy metals legkin
from the old Mt. Bischoff mine site.”
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When people say the North West of Tasmania hdldsbest remaining habitat for the
Tasmanian tiger, they refer to the Arthur Rivercbatent, which is within the “Tarkine”. These
heavy metals would have caused long term problemghé food chain as they made their way
through “the best remaining thylacine habitat”. HAeanetals collect in body tissues of the top
order predators, to cause death, metabolic stoedeng term infertility problems. | would not
like to eat a trout caught near the river mouth,pgople have been doing exactly that for years.

Mines, like logging coupes, become source poihistioduced weeds, such as gorse.

D) Gorse plant.

Another important aspect of thylacine habitat lassthe introduction of gorse to
Tasmania. Gorse currently poses one of the mosiusethreats to Tasmania’s wilderness areas,
due to its ability to create a dense mat of impatdd woody, prickly stems, and to smother all
other plant life. All Australians should fear tlggowing menace, which is already plaguing New
Zealand. Gorse currently occurs in most farmedoregiof Tasmania, particularly the South
East. Patches of it are popping up in isolated sguch as Zeehan on the west coast, and in all
wilderness regions.

Gorse plant grows naturally on the windswept reathScotland, and so is particularly
well adapted to the equivalent windswept heathsutton grass plains of Tasmania. Tasmanian
native heath occurs along much of the coast lilmagathe entire west coast, in much of the high
country, and in patches throughout most wilderaesas.

Gorse disperses thousands of seeds, which oftlticim muddy areas such as car parks
or log stockpile yards. Mixed with mud on tyrese teeds are then carried deep into wilderness
areas.

To date invasion of
gorse into the Tasmania
heaths has been minimal, b
this is about to change. Whe
gorse does becom
established in the heaths,
will devastate natural
ecosystems, and will likely=
be impossible to eradicate. |

Plate 60. Gorse plant in the foregroung
(seed bound) with Mt. Balfour in the T
distance. Shape of this particular plant waf=sE==s
retarded by browsing native animals, but iESSs
left to grow it would soon have been to
high for them to reach.

The biologically
diverse Tasmanian heatfs
country has been generall¥
stable for 60 million years S&g®
and its continuing stabilityges
will be necessary if theglss
thylacine is to have a lond@e ™ e
term future.

The looming Tasmanian tragedy of gorse plant irrasiust not be underestimated.

E) Dams.

Construction of dams for hydroelectric power getiereor irrigation is another cause of
habitat loss throughout Tasmania’s wilderness afda® dams are still being approved in areas
where thylacines could otherwise live.
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F) Remaining wilderness weakened and vulnerable.

The impacts A-E mentioned above do not only affeetr immediate locations, but all
areas surrounding them. These impacts slowly clvggyaat remaining large wilderness regions
in Tasmania, and make those areas weaker.

During November 2003 a connected series of fitasitbaround 90,000ha; almost one
third of the Tarkine wilderness. Again this is sapedly the best remaining habitat for the
Tasmanian tiger. Around one third of the Tarkind@esth land, and it is that habitat which was
burnt. During the time of the fire a large numbérfice fighting vehicles were active in the
Tarkine, including bulldozers making firebreaks,daat least four helicopters which flew
continually every day over a three week periodagi&0,000 litres of fuel.

Plate 61. Checking an old camera site on what wasiquely a well used game trail
Plate 62. Tasmanian devil filmed with an automatation activated camera at that same spot May 2001

Many habitats in Australia have been purposelynbdor thousands of years by
Aborigines, including the Tarkine heaths, but iricbas - not on such a comprehensive scale.
With virtually all the heath habitat
destroyed, then animals which rely on
heath have either died, soldiered on
where they are, or moved into the
Tarkine forests, which are now being
logged and poisoned. It remains to be
seen what scale of impact of this fire
will ultimately have.

Plate 63. Tarkine heath - mountains in the faratise
are also completely burnt.

Thylacine habitat is being lost
now for a wide range of reasons, and
what habitat remains is being
weakened by current land use
practices. Many say “if the thylacine

3t ‘ still exists, then leave it alone to
breed in peace”. People who say that have not deresd the issue very carefully — as this book
keeps saying, peace was shattered for that sgeogsgo, and pressures upon it are growing.

Nobody is saying there should not be mining, loggior farming - just that there are
more sensible, and more sustainable ways of dbeggtthings in the future.
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CHAPTER 8 - I mpact of other Animals.

Introduced animals are the greatest long ternathiicethe Tasmanian tiger. Once foreign
animals become established in a place the sizeasi@nia they will most likely be impossible
to control. Animals like feral goats or pigs may affect the thylacine directly, but they would
definitely cause long term, probably irreversiblerges to the ecosystem. The balance of plant
species would shift away from those preferred byading herbivores, which would have a
flow-on effect to change the populations of nafaena.

So many complicated, unpredictable changes com fthe introduction of exotic
animals - not just now, but thousands of years frow. Who can tell what effect cats will
ultimately have in Tasmania a thousand years from™Cats are here to stay, so | suppose we
will find out. Surely we are not so short sightadttwhat happens a thousand years from now as
a result of current actions is not our concern.

Of all continents on earth, Australia is particlyfavulnerable to invasion by animals and
plants from other places. The Australian contirfexgt had a long history of climatic disturbance.
Over many millions of years much of the land maass alternated between thick forest cover,
inland sea, and desert. That means evolution hatsncally been derailed in Australia. Just as
species radiate into different forms and speciatineprecise habitat types, the climate and
habitat has changed, so evolution has been cofiiragd back.

The only species to last through these changesaarelatively small number of
generalists, which occupy large ecological nichemmally without any serious competition
from other species. In contrast to this, the otim&jor continents of the earth have been
relatively stable over very long periods of timesulting in ecosystems characterised by many
species with overlapping ecological niches. LaketMia in Africa for example, is home to
more than 2,000 different types of freshwater fishere the total number of freshwater fish
species in Australia is only around 145.

Competition between species on other continentsbkeas extreme over long periods,
and so animals from outside Australia are usuadigy\good competitors. They breed fast, eat
fast, grow fast, care well for their young, theye aggressive and adaptable. When these
northern hemisphere animals meet Australian nativeys usually push the natives aside.

In other words any introduced animal will probaldguse serious, unpredictable,
irreversible changes in Tasmania. Some foreignispedo have more immediate impact than
others however, and the worst are discussed below.

A) Cats.

The observable impact of exotic animals is mositeadn cases where an invader
occupies generally the same niche as a nativeespeEhis is the case with cats and the native
quolls. Quolls are essentially the marsupial versiba cat; they live and hunt in basically the
same way, have the same general body shape andysizthey effectively have no genetic
relationship. This is one of the world’s most fasting and valuable examples of convergent
evolution, where two unrelated animals take theesdody shape to live and hunt in the same
way - because that body shape is successful whieterstralia or the northern hemisphere.

Cats will alImost certainly cause extinction ofdwiative quolls in Tasmania. If this does
not happen soon, then it will probably happen |diecause we will never be rid of cats, and the
future is a very long time. If it is not cats thesth current land use, quolls will be driven to
extinction by the long term effects of habitat loslisease, or the impacts of other exotic
animals. Perhaps it will be a combination of altlufse things that will bring about the downfall
of this extremely valuable marsupial form; eithexwsociety should not assume wild marsupial
guolls have a long term future.
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Large numbers of feral cats are present in ewgrg bf bush in Tasmania. There is no
way to tell how serious an effect they are curgehthving on the ecosystems, however it is
certain that they impact negatively on thylacinesljrectly or otherwise. Feral cats can grow
quite large, and they do prey on many native sgettiat are also the prey of thylacines. Cats
would probably take vulnerable thylacine young leéhind in the lair as the mother hunts.
Quolls may do this also from time to time, but catsild be more efficient.

Cats alone may not cause the eventual extinctidheothylacine, but they are clearly
one more nail in the coffin.

B) Dogs.

There is little doubt that dingoes had an immedaid dramatic effect on thylacines in
New Guinea and mainland Australia. Dingoes occuygydame ecological niche as thylacines,
so in the long term there will only be room for angéown, and the dingo will win the fight. The
only way to stop dingoes from causing extinctiontled thylacine in Tasmania is to exclude
them from the island at all cost. In my experietioere are currently not a lot of wild dogs in
Tasmania. | have found dog packs in two areas wdiiehalso occupied by thylacines, but dogs
generally do not seem to run wild on the islandsTé not the case on the mainland, where it is
unusual to walk into a bushland area and not skkdeig footprints.

It seems that dingoes on the mainland are suatdivihg wild without human contact,
however in Tasmania there are no dingoes, so wbhearestic dogs become wild, they have a
tendency to quickly gravitate back toward humans, generally do not seem to form a growing
population of wild dogs. The same appears to bedise in New Zealand.

That may mean domestic dogs can co-exist in Tasmeth thylacines, but there would
need to be tight controls to ensure a large wildybation does not develop. Dingoes are a
different matter however, and the Australian diffgo cross breeds) must again be excluded
from Tasmania at all cost.

C) Foxes.

Newspaper articles over the past few years haseudsed the presence of foxes in
Tasmania, including one article in “The Advocat&4/8/03) which shows a photograph of a
wild fox near Wynyard. Several stories have comiggta, including that of a single fox running
off a Burnie-based ship which had just docked frtelbourne in 1998, and also of a
coordinated effort a few years later to hand ra@dox cubs in Victoria. These fox cubs were
apparently smuggled across on the passenger thay,released in three different Tasmanian
locations so they would have a good chance at ledtatent. Many local residents and even at
least one politician refuse to accept there isxapi@blem, but all informed people agree that
Tasmania now has a population of foxes.

There is a chance these foxes will not becomeksited, but it would be a chance of
ecology, not good management. It is probable tlaanTanian devils kill fox cubs waiting in the
lairs as the mother hunts, just as they kill thylagyoung in the same way. This may not allow
the fox population to increase, until it eventuallgs out. If it is true that 19 fox cubs have been
released, then it is more likely that foxes wilcbme established in Tasmania as they have on
the mainland, and that they will be impossible tadicate. A serious disease is now affecting
the devil population, at the very time when desile needed most to help stop foxes.

If foxes do become established, then Tasmanialaain forward to a tragic series of
disasters which transcend far beyond the ecologicaironment, to dilute the very value and
identity of Australia; thus even catching up wikie fools who put foxes there in the first place.
Native quolls would be the first carnivorous maiabpo suffer because foxes will eat both the
same prey, and the quolls themselves.
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Devils will suffer likewise, but over a longer pedli of time. It is likely that both of these
forms would become extinct as a primary resultaftact with foxes. Fox numbers would boom
on sustenance from the vulnerable pademelon atiltbo is extinct.

Foxes would definitely be the last straw for tloytees. Even with all other factors
optimal in Tasmania, it is certain that foxes wowldt-compete the Tasmanian tiger, and
ultimately make the species extinct in the wildx&® eat most of the same prey species as
thylacines, and will certainly prey on the youndisTwill remain a constant danger, even if
foxes do not become established in Tasmania “ihig”t quarantine on the ferry from the
mainland will need to be maintained for the nextion years! The mess we get ourselves into -
it is sad that so many people in Tasmania see chitthsh novelty in the introduction of foxes.

D) The devil is in the detalil

Native Tasmanian devil numbers have increasedatieafly since the 1960’s. In fact in
recent years there have been more devils thanyatime since European settlement. Devils
were historically hated and persecuted second tonthie tiger, and so once full scale hunting
and baiting pressure was lifted during the 1950&s population started to recover. Faster cars,
more roads through wilderness areas, and farmetsit lof shooting native animals to leave
them dead in the paddocks have greatly increasediiount of food for devils. So there is
currently a man made imbalance in devil numbers.

In my experience if a dead wallaby is left anyvehar the Tasmanian bush it will most
likely not be there in the morning - devil numbare very high in most areas. Tasmanian devils
usually eat carrion, but they will kill live aninsalvhen they can. Poultry owners dread having a
devil enter their chicken shed, because though syurdevils can behave very violently, and
they do not stop until all within reach are dead.

There is a time in
thylacine reproduction
when the adult female
must leave her young in
hiding place while she
hunts. This is the 4-8
week period when the
young are too big for the
pouch, but not yet able t(
follow behind the mother.

Plate 64. Typical carnivorous
marsupial threat yawn

The early part of
this period (perhaps th¢
first three weeks) is whe
devil attack occurs. Afte
that the young are olc
enough to defend
themselves. Devils either stumble across the lamabively sniff it out, then rush in and Kill
whatever cubs they can reach. Thylacine mothersandyup with only one surviving offspring
instead of three or four. This is the main reasbiy the thylacine population has not increased
in number over the past 40 years.
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A serious transmissible cancer disease is novetaifg the Tasmanian devil population,
and it remains to be seen what the final impacthait will be. However at this stage |
understand it kills up to 90 percent of devils iras where the disease is present. The disease
apparently passes from one animal to another threaiva when fighting over food. My work
strongly suggests that thylacines kill Tasmaniavilsleand hence the worry is that if a tiger
attacks a devil, and the devil happens to bitetidper, then this disease may transfer to the
thylacine.

Below is a layout (on the ground) of footprints igfh were found 24/5/03 near the
location of sightings mentioned in Chapter 5. lidad these footprints clearly show that a
Tasmanian tiger pounced on a Tasmanian devil,chened it away.

Devil prints approach the scuffle marks shown, thety do not leave; the print bed was
fresh, so there was no confusion. The “front rigkidlding” print, and the two “skidding rear”
prints were cast; they are convincing adult thylaciThe “front right skidding” print cast had
devil hair protruding from it. A similar print stpmas told at the same spot one month later.

———— - — g]“{’-“- K \ WA,

A
N\

Plate 65. Layout of prints suggesting an adultabyie attack on a Tasmanian devil

The threat of thylacines dying from the same canigease now affecting Tasmanian
devils is very real. This combined with the currdmeat of foxes, increased devil predation and
the increasing rate of habitat loss, should leavdoubt the time of urgency is now.

All of these pressures on a species “left alonbré®d in peace”. All of these pressures
compounded by apathy and secrecy.
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CHAPTER 9 - Apathy and Secrecy

There have only been two or three human genesagorce the main thylacine bounty
period in Tasmania. That time was characterisedhddyed and ignorance of native wildlife.
Particular animosity was reserved for the thylacilecause that was something only
Tasmanians were laboured with, it was very elu@ineace prompting fear of the unknown), and
it dared to kill sheep.

These attitudes still linger in Tasmania, partidylan the more isolated areas. Many
Tasmanian farmers routinely shoot wallabies and kais) and young men enjoy hunting native
wildlife using what are termed “kangaroo dogs”. Td@/ernment, logging companies and most
farmers all believe it is acceptable to purposelgpn native wildlife.

A) The Tasmanian Government.

A “them and us” attitude often applies toward thasmanian National Parks and
Wildlife Service in isolated areas, because magglloesidents see that section of government
as ineffective and patronising, or even as an sxterof mainland politics telling locals how to
live their lives.

When somebody is good enough to go to the TNPW8gort a thylacine sighting, they
obviously do so because they hope something willdiee about it. It appears that nothing is
done however, and that these reports are simpdy filith all the others. People reporting
thylacine sightings risk being treated by authesitwith patronising ridicule. Not only does the
government apparently do nothing about formal sighteports, but these reports are now kept
secret (not available to the public), so it isidifft for other people to do anything about them
either. The only information that needs to be lggatret is the specific location, and that is very
simple to do.

Owen p.191 shows the common attitude of people mhke a serious effort to search
for the thylacine:

“Now, perhaps, we can get the Parks & Wildlife peomot to make tiger hunters and
environmentalists like ourselves to be seen asKkbas we have in the past. | do not argue
about whether the animal exists or not. We now ladngeit 100 sightings from the past 25 years
from dozens of people, and no, we will not shaxeitih the Parks & Wildlife people. They do
not deserve our trust...yet. The animal will havesarvive on its own. One day soon, we hope,
verification will come. Until then we wish the paps five bands of tigers good luck and happy
hiding.”

As mentioned in Chapter 1, thylacine matters argimely kept secret by government
authorities, presumably because many personatibesider that the thylacine probably does
still exist, and they take the position that itbietter to leave the species alone to “breed in
peace”. Apparent attitude of some is that pos®kistence of the thylacine is better kept quiet
in case hunters from interstate or overseas trghtmot it. My response is that people from
outside Tasmania cannot even prove the tiger eXstsalone shoot it. Government
inactivity/secrecy is the far more pressing threai that will not change until the species is
proven to exist.

Furthermore, | believe if anybody is likely to shao thylacine, then it will be back
country Tasmanians themselves, and convincing aeglsays this is happening now; it never
actually stopped.
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The Threatened Species Unit of the Tasmanian Naltidarks and Wildlife Service has
produced a definitive 420 page “Threatened Spddmsdbook”, which clarifies the status of
more than 180 threatened or endangered animalespiciTasmania (see bibliography). Every

species is described in detail, with topics of ‘gsion”, “distribution, habitat and biology”,
“key sites”, “key threats”, “habitat managementigd'other ways to help” for each.

The “key threats”, “habitat management” and “otivarys to help” sections are the most
important for endangered animals, as this pregkatfinal expert word on what is going wrong,

with government advice on ways the public can help.

For the thylacine there is no “habitat managemsattion, and the “other ways to help”
section has been re-worded to “ways to help oth@ve species”. Below is what is listed in the
“key threats” section for the thylacine:

“Species was hunted to extinction during early ot settlement.”

In other words the government has no formal mamage plan for the thylacine; zero
consideration of current threats, no recommendstfon improving conditions for its survival,
and no action plan ready in case one is capturedven photographed. This is obviously
(written in black and white) because the governmamd hence society, believes the thylacine is
extinct. In the face of continuing sub-proof evidenmore so than for any other supposedly
extinct Australian species), then this is eithevegament apathy, or government secrecy, or
both. Once again we arrive at one of the core qusa# this book - that society will not protect
an animal it thinks is extinct.

B) Tasmanian farming industry

The historic pastoral enterprise of Woolnorth fegi frequently in Tasmanian tiger
history, as this was one of the few early farmingeeprises which kept daily records of events,
including matters relating to the thylacine. Thigsimess is still in operation, and occupies
22,000ha of what some say was the best area didingl habitat in the whole State. Many
millions of dollars have been spent by the compenimprove pastures for sheep and cattle.
Even today some people believe the privately owvadlnorth property may be a good place
to look for thylacines.

Woolnorth employees claim to have seen Tasmanggnst on the property, including
station managers. There were apparently a lotghitisigs at Woolnorth and surrounding areas
in the sixties, which prompted Dr. Eric Guiler tasch there. He believed he was getting close
until thylacine searches were banned in 1966; Gpi02.

Why would the management of Woolnorth not alloweapected biologist to try and
prove the existence of thylacines on its propguist, when he was getting close? It is not hard to
make a guess - and remember we are talking alspegaes which supposedly died out in 1936.

Chapter 1 included a section title@Example of sub-proof evidence; Location X
Photographs of thylacine indications were showaluiding pictures of two sheep attacked with
a classic thylacine Kkill pattern in an isolatedlbpaddock in the east coast forests of Tasmania.
While filming these dead sheep, on private land,l#nd owner arrived and asked what | was
doing there. When | said | was looking for the Tasran tiger he suddenly became irate and
told me to leave; “there’s no tigers round herdieile was a third dead sheep nearby but | was
not allowed to film it.

Over the next five months | secretly investigatekDaknf adjacent area of public forest,
including an extensive sandstone cave area thtemdires into the bush from where the two
sheep were killed, which overlooked the farmerigla
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There | found a range of convincing indicationsabfleast one adult thylacine, and
probably several young. All of Plates 3 - 33 wehmtpgraphed within a 4km radius of those
caves, or in the caves themselves.

My point is that | also found empty shotgun shelteund those caves. Plates 26 — 29
show one cave in particular with strong indicatidhat one or more thylacines had recently
occupied it. This cave was not obvious from theraaph below, and a long way into the bush.
Yet outside the cave, tied to a tree, visible fibim approach below, was a length of blue marker
ribbon. Somebody knows more than they are saying.

This all proves nothing of course, but | do questichy anybody would walk that far
into the bush to shoot wallabies and wombats whey &bound on the paddocks below. Deer
were present in the area, but nobody would useotgsh to hunt deer. No sign of any other
feral animal was found except the occasional catpiint. There were no deer footprints or
dung anywhere near the caves, and after a five hmggdrch of the surrounding area there was
no sign of wild dogs whatsoever.

Some farmers or hunters | have spoken to freelyitaith@y would shoot a thylacine if
they saw one. This could easily happen on impuiséonce the perpetrator has time to think
about the consequences they may decide to buryaithe and keep it quiet; several stories have
circulated to that effect. The author has seeniocomg evidence that at least one thylacine has
been shot recently in the South West of Tasmani&,this cannot be discussed further for
complicated reasons. Perhaps that will revealfiis¢ime.

C) Tasmanian locals

Isolated communities in Tasmania enjoy freedomghvido not exist in other parts of
Australia; locals can effectively drive where themnt, do what they want, shoot what they
want. These people are well aware of the impadadmye rediscovery would have in their area,
and it is true that many locals do not want it éofound. By keeping quiet these people do not
seek to protect the thylacine, they seek to prdtesit lifestyle. Rediscovery of the Tasmanian
tiger in any isolated region would bring an inflakknow-nothing outsiders telling locals how
to live, and that many people have a very deeunallfear of.

| believe the economic fortune g
any society is limited only by the attitude (%8s
its people. Instead of embracing tif
thylacine, and environmental change, for
their sustainable worth, many residents
isolated parts of Tasmania are playi
games of secrecy, and meanwhile
incredibly valuable species dwindles awayg

Plate 66. Residents countering &
conservation rally; 2003 §

under a pseudonym. My field work |=-'#n .
ongoing in isolated areas, but | would n qr
be welcome in a lot of cases if people kne
what | was doing there. | am the enemy c
some in the logging industry, and the Parks & iféddService Would only hinder and/or has
proven itself irrelevant at this time. If anyone the Tasmanian government is honestly
concerned about minor disturbance private tigercheas may cause to native wildlife or
habitat, then | refer those people to the governtmemwn forestry policies.



Magnificent Survivor - Continued Existence of the Tasmian Tiger 64
PART B — Factors Affecting Continued Existence into tharBu
Chapter 9 — Apathy and Secrecy

D) Museum curators

I mention this group of people specifically, besawith a few exceptions it seems they
are the most patronising of all with thylacine raedt Yet museum curators are also regarded as
experts on the subject, so their comments have @f lmfluence. Example; page 199 of Owen
shows comment by David Pemberton of the TasmaniaseMm & Art Gallery. People spoke to
David to make a good 2002 sighting report of wiaiked like a thylacine that was dark
coloured and bounded into the bush. Believing #ay a devil he says:

“your average punter wouldn’t pick the differen¢eeckon. Devils do bound. And they probably would
have expected a devil to be covered in white mgskirecause of the tourist brochures, and if it'¢ no
gaping at them like the postcards then they'll khirs something else”.

At 3:15pm, 22/5/2002 | saw a thylacine which waskdcoloured and bounded into the
bush. That is a fact regardless of what David Petobereckons. Careful, thoughtful and
respectful treatment of thylacine sighting repastsery important. When will people with the
power to help the thylacine actually take serioaBoa to benefit the species? The simple,
obvious answer is when there is proof of existence.

Apathy and secrecy; so many questions come to:mind

* Why have there been so few government attempts to find tigd&ci

* Why have all of those been of such limited scope?

* Why does the Tasmanian National Parks and Wildlife Serviceapparently do nothing to prove the species
exists in the face of continued sub-proof evidence?

* Why does the Tasmanian government threaten to fine any eraearcher who “harasses” the species
(documentary video) - even though the same organisation delavdsict?

* Why have virtually all of the significant searches been condumyepeople not originally from Tasmania?

What enormous economic and political pressurekualer the surface in this strange
place Tasmania, and how many of these directlyubtlg help to keep the thylacine hidden?
How many people know the thylacine exists, but hibpéll die out before the rest of the world
realises? How many farmers or hunters have shtdimes, then later buried the bodies for fear
of prosecution? How many private companies, opagadi the edge of wilderness areas, know
full well the species occupies their land, but\agti keep that information hidden, because they
fear the devaluation or closure of their businegses

Think of what the Tasmanian logging or farmingustties would lose if the tiger was
rediscovered, and remember the majority of Tasnmansae linked to those industries. Sudden
land use changes would rain down upon the States iBhan issue of federal and global
significance, so control could shift away from fh@smanian government, and away from the
Tasmanian people. Given their lack of interest,egnment wildlife authorities could become
redundant in the recovery process.

Farmers would need to be compensated for lost padiocks, and | understand private
deals made with logging companies now mean the @agsm government faces massive
compensation payouts if logging rights are retrcte forest areas. If that happens the
government will look bad - if the tiger is redisesed a lot of people will look bad.

Imagine for a moment that all of these things &e. Imagine if the magnificent,
enduring thylacine still battles ignorance, apatirged, and hunting today as it did in the past. |
say to you these things do happen; it is part ef rdason why this defiant animal has the
“bizarre set of circumstances” Nick Mooney speak&ndChapter 1, it is part what makes the
concept so powerful, and it is part of why when Warld hears this story, conservation will
never be the same again.

The remaining chapters form the third part of tbeky and offer relevant comment from
two well known thylacine advocates.
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Chapter 10 — Col Bailey.

Col Bailey is probably the most recognised thylacadvocate, and the person who has
done the most to publicly declare that the speisie®t yet extinct. Col has written one book on
the subject, “Tiger Tales: Stories of the TasmaniTager” (see bibliography), and is currently
in the process of writing his second book. Col'sosel book will detail the history of thylacine
searches, including his own, with more first hamigiviews and extra “Tiger Tales”.

Col Bailey was approached to write a chapter fustbook, and here is his contribution.
Despite weathering years of ridicule, Col has negiven up on the Tasmanian tiger,
conducting numerous private searches from his basSouthern Tasmania. This chapter is
subject to normal copyright law as defined in tren€lusion/Bibliography

THE END OF EXTINCTION

To this point in time, every search for the thytac either official or private since 1936
has ended inconclusively, thus continuing to fugdliz opinion that the animal is extinct.

To pursue the line that the thylacine suddenlyabexextinct in 1936 is to do so in blind
ignorance of the facts to hand, despite the atyudiat lack of conclusive evidence of an extant
population continues to defy logic. As a resuig sceptics and text- book theorists continue to
loudly beat the extinction drum.

The debate therefore must be considered to heeabhll, for there is no guarantee that
the animal will not one day be proven to still €x&s long as this perplexing puzzle continues,
the mystery of the Tasmanian tiger will continuaed ghe passage of time will not dim the
fortuitous possibility of its rediscovery.

For as long as this bewitching phantom continuedantalise and seduce an ever-
increasing army of true believers, the intriguimgl dascinating saga of the Tasmanian tiger will
endure.

There is little doubt that once conclusive probfacdhylacine presence does eventually
emerge, there will be many who consider the myssetyed and the deal sealed, but this will
only be the beginning.

Stringent contingency plans coupled with absotaiefidentiality and latent security will
be the essential ingredients, and these will haveet rigidly enforced to ensure the animal’s
future survival.

In 1967, the Tasmanian Fauna Board (precursohgoTasmanian National Parks and
Wildlife Service) decided on Maria Island whichdieff Tasmania’'s east coast as the most
advantageous venue to institute a semi-captivedbrggrogramme should the Tasmanian tiger
be re-discovered. This location would be as pedecénvironment as could be found anywhere
in Tasmania for this express purpose. It wouldinmef focus the world spotlight on what is
hoped would be a ground breaking and innovativenptmn of what is undoubtedly the world’s
rarest animal.

As far back as 1914, an island sanctuary was ateddy Professor T.T.Flynn of the
University of Tasmania. Suggestion of a thylaciaectuary between the Arthur and Pieman
Rivers in North Western Tasmania were put forwaycehrly expeditioners Summers in 1937
and Sharland in 1939.

Emerging public and government interest in thevisat of the species was no doubt
hindered by the continued stance put forward bysthentific fraternity that the Tasmanian tiger
became extinct when the last specimen died in tbbaH Zoo. Prior to Dr Eric Guiler's
painstaking research of government records, the gkaeath was first believed to be 1933
simply because no one could rightly remember. Diteggtinally officially established that date
as September 7, 1936.
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It was not until 1963 that the question of a thiyle sanctuary was fully addressed by the
Tasmanian Fauna Board. Several areas were undeidecation, namely Rocky Cape, Mt Field
National Park, Toom’s Lake, the Freycinet Peninsuld Maria Island.

All but Maria Island presented inherent securityljpems as well as projected expenses
such as fencing and on-going maintenance. The sa&geacquisition of private land was also of
prime consideration. Finally Maria Island was sesrthe perfect location; private land on the
island was duly acquired, and ever since, this wmmsate location has been awaiting arrival of
its star resident.

However innovative the implementation of preseay-d@ontingency plans, they could
nevertheless, prove to be one of the most profcamd singularly rewarding conservation
programmes mounted anywhere in the world.

Only time will tell as to the eventual outcometlofs somewhat futuristic prediction, but
given the continuing flow of thylacine sighting mefs emanating from so many different areas
of Tasmania, there is a distinct possibility thamnay well happen sometime in the foreseeable
future.

Many may see the move to relocate the Tasmangar from its present habitat as
counter-productive and against the animal’'s best@sts. But this may be necessary in the long
term to provide it with as safe an environmentsakumanly possible, considering the outside
interference that would undoubtedly follow were [txation to be either accidentally or
purposely revealed.

Therefore, | urge both the Tasmanian State anérae@&overnments to stop pretending
that the thylacine no longer exists in Tasmaniaabieast seriously consider adopting an
unambiguous stance by preparing procedures by Wwaysarvival agenda which in turn could
implement a semi-captive breeding programme. Thislevbe an absolute prerequisite in order
to fully ensure the animal’s protection into théuhe.

Prevention of human interference to habitat wdaddthe largest single factor facing a
resurging thylacine population and can, under prieS&tate and federal laws, in no way be
guaranteed. This must be corrected in the thyl&ifeevour at the earliest possible instance.
Regardless of what the Tasmanian State and thedtgdevernments believe, the fact remains
that the thylacine does still exist in Tasmania ésduture ultimately rests with them.

The rest of the world looks on, already pondedng‘clean, green, image’ in the light of
recent adverse publicity, and should we botchdhance to resurrect the rarest animal walking
the face of the earth today, future condemnatiam lba assured and our reputation will be
tarnished forever.

The fox is a prime example of how an animal ofsae®ble size can go to ground and
absolutely defy all efforts to locate it, despitvearal million dollars having been spent over
recent years in an attempt to eradicate this anifte# substance of the fox in Tasmania is all
based on anecdotal evidence, all unsubstantiatedmaured introduction, road and hunting
kills, and a host of sighting reports from manyaaref the state.

If the respective governments are prepared totalppsitive stance on a fox presence in
Tasmania, then why not take note of the countlessiteds of reported thylacine sightings over
recent years.

| speak from years of experience spent attemptirigack down the thylacine in some of
the more inhospitable parts of Tasmania.

There is absolutely not a shred of doubt in mydhihmat this animal still exists today.

I have found evidence, but so far the proof hasled, not only myself, but all others
who seek to prove this animal is extant.
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Conversations with trappers and bushmen many yemrsvent some way in skilling me
on the vagaries of the thylacine; these men argaale now and with them went our first-hand
evidence of the animal. All we have left now are@iotal accounts, a few pro-scientific books,
scant scientific notes and museum specimens.

The aged belief that the animal was a dopey, motmseabling fool of a thing has, in
recent years proven to be false. For today, thiad¢ime could hold its own with any top order
carnivore in the areas of stealth, prowess, anddtout cunning.

It is a much - underestimated quarry, in that whamee it was reputed to be an easy
catch, but today is a willow-the-wisp phantom o forest. In short, the animal has re-invented
itself in order to cope with the modern era.

The future of the Tasmanian tiger is in our hamagl the rest of the world is watching.
The buck stops with us if we fail yet again to saveom extinction. Truly, this must be the end
of extinction for the magnificent thylacine.

Plate 67. Col Bailey
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Chapter 11 —Ned Terry.

A name which commonly shows up in newspapers dnsien documentaries is Ned
Terry. Ned has spent many years searching for #smanian tiger; working from his base in
Northern Tasmania. Though he has never seen adihglahimself, Ned Terry has never
accepted the species to be extinct, and he comtittustand firm.

Of all text written on the thylacine over the yead&ect quotes are by far the most
valuable, particularly from people who have had temh with the species in the early days. Raw
quotes, unpolluted by editing or second opiniongwaus all to read between the lines and
extract as much information as we can. Of coursstrabthe old tiger hunters have now passed
away, so compiling a collection of direct quotesthis time, is an extremely important
endeavour.

Ned Terry has spoken to many old timers over thesyand many of those discussions
were recorded on tape. Ned is now in the painstagiocess of translating those discussions to
text. He is currently releasing collections of goesly unpublished quotations in both book and
recorded CD form. Some of this new information fiered here. This chapter is subject to
normal copyright law as defined in the Conclusiobli&graphy.

Experiences from the Past.

| am not a scientist or trained formally in any wawnd the following notes that have
been put together are the accumulation of knowletige has come from over fifty years of
being involved with bush trips, hunting and closelbserving birds and animals in the wild.

The thylacine has always been the ultimate chaflemagd began in earnest when on a
fishing trip up the Pine Valley in 1963, | foundnse footprints in some soft mud. Not having a
pencil | traced them out as best | could usingribge of a .22 rifle bullet, on a piece of paper
out of my fishing bag. They were sent to Eric Guilgho replied that they were too rough to
form an opinion as to whether they may have begla¢ine or not! However, my query was
recorded in his notes.

In the 1970's, after | teamed up with Alec le Fevieho had seen five - and we made
that documentary "The Search for the TasmanianrTigeuch interest was created, and over
the next few years | was asked to help with thelpetion of five films from various countries.
These included two from the Natural History Reseadnit in Bristol, England, and most
recently one from Germany.

There were also several interviews and demonstistaf cameras etc, on local TV
programs, such as the Seven-Thirty Report etc., lamaly did those to try and give some
credibility to the search.

All this publicity about the thylacine - which | wa't looking for - has brought in many
genuine people with stories, sightings etc overydees, and despite a steady stream of ridicule
(which is like water off a duck's back), has endliee to tape many wonderful experiences of
genuine people, whavould notgo to National Parks to tell their story. There between thirty
to forty tapes and another list of people whoMarious reasons, didn't get their story recorded.

It makes one wonder how many other people have tgg@nimal, but are reluctant to
report for fear of being ridiculed, or don't wahetexposure. There were only two people who
didn't wish to have their story recorded when leasthem if they minded. Others were satisfied
if only their initials were used in the recording.



Magnificent Survivor - Continued Existence of the Tasmian Tiger 69
PART C — Two Wise Men
Chapter 11 — Ned Terry

It should also be remembered that now there isnadrsy and very little hunting, and in
most places an abundance of herbivores. This nbansigers no longer have to travel across
roads or venture into mans' domain, where they Ineaseen when hunting for food.

The thylacine has a number of peculiarities thhtlieve are associated strongly with
this animal. These are my own thoughts that hawn lgenerated over the years from my
discussions with dozens of people, and my own e@bsens and experience. The aspects that
were most common to all these reports could beyaedland listed as follows:

1 The animahever(except in one report) gave the impression of dp&a
hurry. It always just loped, or trotted, across tbad or moved off into
the bush quietly;

2 Various descriptions of colour were from fawn §ésrcow colour) to
greyish-brown and always with darker stripes fitbiw middle of the back
to the butt of the tail. About seventeen stripksdqunted), tapered from
top to bottom;

3 It had a pungent smell, mentioned about threegjme

4 Those in close contact with it said it gave thefurany feeling and made
the hairs on the back of your neck stick out. Rold me that;

5 It had short pricked little ears;

6 When it stopped moving it would sit back on itadhlegs like a kangaroo,
with its tail straight out behind;

7 When it did go to move, the first few movementu(for five perhaps),
would be half hopping, until it got right up on &dur legs. Several told of
this;

8 When hunting or chasing a wallaby on scent it waiVve a 'yip, yip' at
regular intervals, perhaps up to two minutes afdiis was mentioned
several times. However, if it was prowling arowndamp, it would make
a guttural growl, or more of a howling noise;

9 It was mentioned (and | have seen), that the dreata into a wallaby and
also a sheep from the front end, cleaning outitiee, heart etc. It was
also mentioned that a female tiger would chopughothe rib cage of a
sheep, particularly to get the kidneys and kidia¢yor the cubs;

Another habit described several times is that thidyleave a wallaby or
kangaroo skin spread out on the ground, aftengatie meat. The same
for a sheep - leaving the big bones. If a devis gato a sheep, wool is
scattered about all over the place, but not sh aiiger;

10 Many people have said how terrified dogs areg#rs. That is very
common. Paddy Hartnett and Basil Steers give glesdriptions of that.
Dogs would come to heel and not hunt and getthdent or hut, and
cringe if a tiger would come around at night (sgerview of Tom Barrett);
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11 A common comment was that the animal can't turoldyy it has to turn
its whole body to get around. Mick Branch, in inierview describes that
well. However, Paddy Hartnett describes how hetweegrab a tiger by
the tail once (in his hut - see interview), antlithed around and took the
end off his thumb - so he said be careful!;

12 Many people claim they have seen footprints. lagtswrespect these
reports, but unless the person is well informedigrints can be easily
mistaken for another animal;

13 The femalewith cubs never seems to be alarmed, always composed, when
in a light, or in close contact with man. Severalets mentioned.

14 The animal can have three moods -

a) It isextremelycunning and quick to size up danger, particulaiiy
smell;

b) Over a period of time it can get used to hunmairusion, e.g. people in
a hut, hunters or shepherds after three to fouksvedetends to 'sticky-
beak' and gains confidence to come close;

¢) Just plain hunger, probably from old age, wiécome fear.

Footprints to get confused with:

1 The most common would be that of a large dog;
2 The next one most like a tiger is the front foba large devil;
3 Another one many get confused with is the froot bf a badger. If the

print is clear 1. and 3. should be easy to eliten@ne has to be lucky to
find a print in damp soil which is just firm endutp leave a clear image.

If the ground is too wet, the detail won't be clégit's too dry and hard
there won't be enough imprint to show detailh# soil is sandy, the edges
of the print will fall in, making the print indisstct.

Examples of the cunning instinct in the animal.
Alec le Fevre - date unknown:

That's right, now that other thing indicating hownning these things are, that fellow that got
that little cub and he reared it, he caught it, amelreared it in the bush, right away back in the
bush and it finally left him when it was three yeald you know. And when it was lying outside
his hut, and he was inside, if anyone was goingotoe it'd bristle up and walk round the hut,
he'd know it was time to put the billy on, and @uhd disappear altogether, and by the time the
billy was boiling someone would walk out of thetbughey're just so cunning.

But remember this, those days they was all gravadls, now people rode horses or travelled in
a bloody jinka, or walked with hobnail boots, arelchhear that perhaps a mile away.
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Bill Steers - 1930'’s:

Paddy reckons they've got the best nose of anyaniltial that was ever put in the bush. They
can pick up scent. And another thing they werentgiine, the old Dad was with him one day up
there and he went to help the old fellow and hel #a¢ old bugger wouldn't stop to have any
dinner or anything - he'd eat of a night and moghand that was it. All of a sudden he popped
his head up and said 'what do you hear'. He sadjder over there, didn't you hear him?'

Anyway, sure enough he said 'he is down the fldtvem are sitting on the side of the hill'. And
next thing we saw a wallaby heading down and oubsscthe flat plain and he said you could
tell by the way he was jumping he'd about had it.

'‘Anyway,' he said we will see a tiger. The tigepged yipping and he said, 'he's lost him." 'No,’
he said, 'he hasn't lost him. 'Well', he said,i$aot barking.' ‘No," he said, 'he won't go across
that clearing,’ he said, and old Dad said a quartéran hour or twenty minutes after he must
have went down around the bottom of the plain aacklio where the wallaby went into the

bush off the plain, that's where he started yip@ng away he went again. He was that cunning
he wouldn't show himself even in those days.

When there were a few more tigers about they seamdthve had patterns of moving
around. Whether it was looking for fresh huntingaaor for some other reason - perhaps mating,
| don't know, but will mention two or three thakhow of and quote one from Les Skelly's
experience near Table Mountain. They would moveirzdamn a seasonal basis.

1 On the West Coast years ago they used to moay &wm the coast in late
Autumn - could have been weather, or following gaene.

2 On the East Coast they used to kill sheep reguda a certain property
very close to a particular phase of the moore fitist full moon in April.
In the 1870's and '80's the tigers were killinge)a lot of sheep at Cockle
Bay near Dunalley, and it was regular practicentve the sheep off a
certain run there just before the first full manmApril.

3 Les Skelly relates how they always came anddible a sheep bedding
bank on or near 13th April every year.

Les Skelly (Excerpts from Central Plateau Oral étigtProject 2/38, circa. 1940)

A) LS: Yes. And that one | saw over in Jinks's thEnere was a lot of shooters, but there was a
big ti-tree run up, straight up through it, abounale. Well, if you went down towards Allison's

fence, like here, come up that, you'd always sh@n kangaroo was scarce, you'd shoot four
or five kangaroo up at the top often, coming outah of the shooters. | went up there this
morning to wait; put a gang in at the bottom of .h&éhey went down to Allison's fence and

opened out. And coming up - and they'd only justesl and they was, | reckon, the best end of
a mile from where | was, and this tiger walked througiheaked out straight away. And it come

up past me.

B) DB: You're talking about tigers killing sheep &r&?

LS:  Yes, I could show you the place where thegcktthem. And it was always either or near
the thirteenth of April every year. They'd kill $eesheep where they're bedded, on the same four
or five acres of ground, every year.
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DB: So you reckon the tigers came back every ykaithat?

LS:  He'd come round. It goes round in a circlejget. Right clean around the bush. And
they always come off the end of the Western Tiaar the mountain - Table Mountain - and
across over the road, up the road here, Tiger Hilld went across the river onto Allison's Tier
again. And their food is - say there was two oléand two young ones or so, and when they
come on, about, round about the thirteenth of Apitimight be one day or two days before, or
one day or two days after the thirteenth. But than every-year job. They would kill four or
five sheep.

Well, every sheep, they'd get him by the neckydheake the blood out of him - every bit of
blood out of him, out of his jugular. And if thesmuple of little ones that they have - might be
two or three, perhaps - they've not got enoughtlaroone goes in on that bare patch under a
sheep's shoulder, and it'd tear the ribs out jutt them through like that - open a gap there.
They'd go in on that bare patch and take all theiam round the heart of the sheep. He pulls it
off and he gives it to the young ones to eat.

DB: So that's why you were saying that their drogpilooked like fat?
LS:  Always, mm. They only eat blood and fat.

DB: So, if you saw some droppings with bone andhall in them, you'd say that would be a
L ?

LS:  That's a devil. You don't see bones in a'8géecause he don't eat bones.
DB: Did you used to find the droppings around here?

LS: Oh, | have seen them, yes. You'd see them thvbgmused to go through, when | was a
young feller, like, up here at Serat.

DB: What colour were the droppings?
LS:  Snow-white! Just like fat?
DB: And very hard?

LS:  Very, very hard! You wouldn't know that it wasrstone, see. It was smooth - as smooth
as that and as white as that. Yeah, but they @éat'bones.

DB: You saw a couple of tigers yourself? You'r&yuto have seen one.
LS:  Yeah. I've seen two in my time.
DB: Did they used to trap them a bit around here?

LS:  No. They never caught many here. No, there whey caught a few down on the
Western Tier; down the road, going from Interlaldawn. And - but a lot of these old blokes,
they had a dog that'd kill them. Well, I've hearg flather say well, he only had one brother like
(there was only the two boys), and he was Killeth witree up at Dungrove, his brother. And
they was up at Lagoon of Islands there, and he ddmbautiful hunting dog. He used to go
shooting every weekend, and kangarooing and that.
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And he was out there towards Mt Penny one day tlaisddog that he had looked at the log he
was standing on and knew there was something #nid. there was an old one, a female one
and three young ones in it.

So he - this dog - dived in and caught one of theng ones. He was a half-breed kangaroo dog
and sheep dog. He was bred, like special, for ingnkiangaroo and that. And out come the old
one and a young one, and he shot that - one eatbhlbAnd out come another one and away he
went, this young one. And when they was all -tiheetwas dead, he put the dog onto the track
of th’other one, and he chased him for about a miild caught him. He killed the four of them,
he got the four of them.

| have just listed a few of the traits attachedigers that | have personally learnt and
others that have emerged from talking to many winehhad first-hand experience. The above
are a few examples that illustrate how cunningathienals are, or can be.

My sole desire has been, and still is, to estalilsti the thylacine is still living, and
prove it to the world. Money has never been areisstis the challenge. So all the planning and
hard physical work in the bush | have enjoyed imse@yn Meeting so many genuine people and
working quietly by myself a lot of the time invegiing reports, and keeping cameras operable,
nights in the bush etc., has given me a wealthxpeeence and understanding with native
animals, and at home on the farm with domestic alim

| claim to be just an amateur self-taught obsensm#rcher, with the firm belief the
animal is still there.

Plate 68. Ned Terry
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Conclusion/Bibliography.

So does the Tasmanian tiger still exist?
Of course it does.

This book was divided into three sections; Part A does exist now (the fact that the
Tasmanian tiger does exist today), Part B - Facitiesting continued existence into the future,
and also Part C - Two wise men; comment from tvealileg tiger searchers of our day.

Chapter one explained how it is possible, how,ithat the Tasmanian tiger still exists;
no proof of existence has been found because nwsmder critically low, the species has
changed to become more elusive than it has betheipast, and also because there is a veil of
secrecy smothering evidence of thylacine existehle.author's own strong sub-proof evidence
was also offered in Chapter one.

Chapter two shows part of a recovery action pl&ickvwas written two years prior in
expectation of rediscovery. This could be a usetalt if somebody else obtains proof of
thylacine existence. Chapter three discussed dufi@manian tiger distribution. It is expected
there are around 200 thylacines now in existencBasmania, of which about half live in the
South West World Heritage area, a small numbehéNorth East, and the remainder in the
North West. If this total number is incorrect, thée true number of remaining thylacines will
be lower, not higher.

Chapter four offers a description of Tasmaniarertigpsychology. The animal is
extremely nervous, and suspicious of anything ualus®ehaviour seems random, though they
generally do occupy a set territory. Males and femaften move together, but not in strong
monogamous pair bonds. Preferred sleeping places &dot of exits for escape if necessary.
Thylacines are not interested in “bait”, thoughytiaell sometimes investigate strange things out
of curiosity. Chapter five discussed the authovsawo sightings in detalil.

Chapters 6 — 9 discussed factors affecting coetinexistence of the Tasmanian tiger
into the future. Field advice was offered in Chai® to help fieldworkers or private searchers.
The most reliable element of fieldwork is lookingr fthylacine footprints, however this is
difficult because of bad weather, flexible fee tmany other animals with similar footprints,
and also the thylacine’s pickiness with wheredatts. These things and many more all conspire
to torment the mind and drain motivation.

Habitat loss, impact of other animals, as welijpathy & secrecy among some elements
of Tasmanian society, are all acting now to holel ttnylacine species down. Part of the reason
why the rest of the world thinks this animal isiegt is because many people in Tasmania know
it exists, do not want it to be found, and activelppress information.

Finally Part C offered comment from two men who éna@evoted a large part of their
lives to search for the species, and have nevengiyp on the Tasmanian tiger despite the years
of ridicule. These are the heroes of the thylaateey. Thanks go to these two wise men, to
James Malley, Bob Brown, and also to Michael LowelLaunceston for proofreading my
chapters of this book.

There has certainly been a lot of discussion atheuTasmanian tiger over the years. But
after all things are considered, is a single sgemally that important anyway? The thylacine
could truly become extinct at any time, and mayemébe seen again, but is that really a cause
for so much debate?

Society will tick along just fine without the tladine, that is true, but where does that
concept end? Imagine the creation of the "Spring Bger and Eagle Extermination Society"
only a few generations ago; one example of peogtieedy seeking to remove native animals
and replace them with introduced species. | dowantt to live in a world with only domestic
animals and human associated vermin.
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One foundation of conservation is that the wondtually needs variety or all kinds of
problems start occurring, and the globe will ultiglp not sustain human beings. Forests are
required to clean the air; if the whole world waasfure, humans would die from lack of
oxygen. Forests die a slow death unless they aglestand stability requires a balanced
ecosystem with a diverse range of plants & animals.

Already Tasmanian society is facing problems cdud®y booming herbivore
populations. Removing the main predator is obvipushe cause of that. Imagine what
complicated, unforeseeable, uncontrollable problemdace in the future without some sort of
balance in the world. Allowing animals like the ¢jado survive needs more than just a maybe |
will, maybe | won't attitude. Native animals argue&ed, as they create long term stability for us
all.

But what about the money? Imagine how much monagmania would make if the
thylacine was rediscovered. Astronomical monetamg aultural benefits would flow, both
immediate and sustainable. Already the tiger haseigded a wealth of tourist income - even
when it supposedly doesn't exist!

And why is that? Why is the potential benefit seay? Because of only one thing; the
incredible, unbelievable inner strength of this méigent animal. It is definitely not from
anything we have done in the past or now - sodiag/done its best to throw all this away, even
though it keeps trying to come back.

It makes bare economic and rational sense to eedbe Tasmanian tiger, but surely we
can appreciate, and respect, and protect aninkalshylacines or quolls simply because they are
fascinating. Some say “no, who cares”, but | wontidrose people have ever actually looked at
a quoll. If people make an effort to really undanst native animals, then they cannot help but
be fascinated. Conservation comes only through &g people will not conserve something
unless they love it, they will not love it unles®y understand it, and they will not understand it
unless they make an effort to learn about it.

The Tasmanian tiger is surely one of the world'esimfascinating creatures. The
marsupial equivalent of a wolf or panther; uniqo&jestic, primitive yet not, clumsy yet not,
stupid yet not. Look at the amazing history, anel dmazing biology. Nothing could be more
Australian than the Tasmanian tiger, and few ssodeuld be so tragic, or so potentially
uplifting.

So many deep and important lessons wait to be ddlafrom the thylacine story. A
second chance to protect this animal after sucbraumental historical mistake, is so significant
that it marks a turning point in world conservati@ansecond chance to view a whole range of
issues. What a wonderful thing to imagine; thedhyie, devils and quolls, all part of a stable
Tasmanian wilderness. People would travel the wiarlgee it and spend billions upon billions.
Tasmania has perhaps the greatest opportunityeinvrid to create an island showcase of
unique native animals - a model of conservatiorterrest of the world to admire.

This book contains a lot of negativity. Unfortuslgt | found that to be necessary,
however the central message of course is 100 pepositive. | hope any negativity has not
turned you away from the sole point of the book.aivimyself and others are screaming to the
world is that the thylacine does still exist - st important, it is valuable, it can bring about
enormous change for the better, but the specieariging on by its fingertips and it needs help
now or it will die out.

Secrecy does not help the thylacine, becausetgogilk not act to protect an animal it
thinks is extinct. Cloning will never replenish thgecies, or excuse our actions.
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| have done my best to prove the Tasmanian tigéesists, and now failing that | have
tried to convince you that it exists in the abseot@refutable proof. Did | succeed? Maybe,
probably not. Most people live and die without ewsaiking a serious attempt to change their
world for the better; is that you? Probably, magbée

Think of the author of this book as greenie, eiptireamer, know nothing outsider
exaggerating the negative. Those things couldeatibbe, but that would not change the reality,
the importance of the message. Do not be distrdntasho | am - instead take five minutes to
think about who you are, and what you want yourlevto be.
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* This is part of the Thylacine Recovery Action Plan shown in @nh&pt

PART C — Appendix 1.
Media neqotiation.

URGENT

10/7/2002

| have been searching for the Tasmanian tigetHerpast four years, living in remote
areas for much of that time. Three days ago | filmaelive thylacine in detail. This and other
evidence was viewed today by Dr. Eric Guiler (reuegd leading authority on the thylacine),
Nat. Parks & Wildlife Service officer Nick Moonegnd also by Tasmanian Greens Senator Bob
Brown, who spent part of his life searching for tiiger. All of these men have signed a
document confirming the evidence to be authemtipassible to hoax, and sufficient to prove
continued existence.

In other words the Tasmanian tiger has been redised after nearly seventy years of
presumed extinction. Rather than release the irdtiam carelessly | intend to use it to help the
species as much as possible. With that in mind Il kzgence use of the film and initial
interviews to one media company only. That compailly be free to use the information in
Australia, and to sub-licence it throughout the Idiot will negotiate a single price for this
licence, and set aside all of that money in a tfustd, to be used solely for recovery of the
Tasmanian tiger.

The fact the species still persists in the wildhis greatest survival story we have ever
known. | offer you the opportunity to work with me break this news to the world - in a
responsible way that benefits the thylacine as nascpossible.

This is offered to you before any other party, boer | will not wait. If you are

interested please contact me personally by phone.on......... ASAP so we can arrange a
meeting.
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LICENCE CONTRACT;
Use of Video Tape Confirming
Existence of the Tasmanian Tiger
(Thylacinus cynocephalus)

THIS AGREEMENT made the day of 2002
BETWEEN e, At i ("Licensor")
AND Al iCensee")

BACKGROUND:

A. The Licensor owns genuine original video tape which prowvatrued existence of the thylacine
(Thylacinus cynocephalpso this day. This video tape has been confirmed autheptealling authorities.

B. The Licensee wishes to acquire the right to use tidisovtape for News Purposes and the
Licensor has agreed to grant the Licensee a right tohiseitleo tape on the terms and conditions set out in this
Agreement.

THE PARTIES AGREE:
1 Interpretation
In this Agreement (including the background above), urtessontext otherwise requires:
1.1 Definitions

"This video tape" means and includes video images recorded .......... 2@92h show a live wild
thylacine in unmistakable detail.

"News purposes" exclusively means the use of this video tape in tdtmvisnewspaper, Internet or
magazine public information formats, including currentia$f television format. This does not include any ofse
this video tape, or parts thereof in motion pictures, telenidocumentaries, or any form of advertising.

"Commencement Date" means the Commencement Date specified in Item | of thed8lehe

"Address to the Nation” refers to text of a document written by the Licemtmaccompany this video

tape.
“Licence” means the Licence granted by the Licensor to thenkiee under this Agreement to use this
video tape for the specified purpose.
"Licence Premium" means the Licence Premium specified in ltem 2 of thedidbe
"Term" means the term of this Agreement as specified in Itemti3edBchedule.
"Territory" means the area specified in Item 4 of the Schedule.
"Sub-Licensee" means a permitted Sub-Licensee of the Licensee ordaece with clause 8.
1.2 Headings
Clauses and other headings are for ease of referencarahkhall not be deemed to form any part of the
context or to affect the interpretation of this Agreement.
1.3 Persons
Words importing the singular shall include the plural and viexsa and words importing persons shall
include bodies corporate and unincorporated and vice.versa
1.4 Clauses and Schedules
References to clauses and schedules are referencelusesc and schedules of this Agreement
respectively, and the provisions and conditions contained in the sebeshalll have the same effect as if set out in
the body of this Agreement.
1.5 Parties
References to parties are references to partiessté\gneement.
1.6 Obligations
Any obligation not to do anything shall be deemed tduthe an obligation not to suffer, permit or cause
that thing to be done.
2 Grant of Licence
2.1 The Licensor hereby grants to the Licenseeighéto use and Sub-Licence this video tape throughout the
territory during the term subject to the provisionshif tAgreement.
3 Term
The Licence shall commence on the Commencement Date subject to the provisions of this
Agreement, shall continue for the Term.
4 Payment
In consideration of the grant of the Licence, the Licerssedl pay to the Licensor the Licence Premium
referred to in the schedule at the commencement dattei form of a valid cheque made out to “Thylacine
Recovery Trust Fund”.
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5 Licensor’s Obligations

5.1 The Licensor shall provide the Licensee with thgiral copy of this video tape in Panasonic handicam
form, as well as an adapter for VHS format. The Licengtl also provide the Licensee with a transcript of the
“Address to the Nation” document written by the Licensor.

5.2 The Licensor shall allow the Licensee to film fasast footprints and thylacine hair and thylacine scat
samples owned by the Licensor - provided that these imagessed under the same terms and conditions as this
video tape.

5.3  The Licensor shall provide the Licensee with felevision interviews. One of these may be of the format
for use in a current affairs program.

5.4  The Licensor shall provide the Licensee with @oiorinterview.

5.5 The Licensor shall provide the Licensee withroagazine interview.

5.6  The Licensor shall not offer or show this vidgzetar any copy to any other party for a period of 21 days
after the commencement date.

5.7 The Licensor shall not offer any interviewsdisicuss this video tape or any copy with any partyafor
period of four days after the commencement date.

6 Licensee's Obligations

6.1 Where possible the Licensee shall provide thenkarewith copies of all newspapers or magazines in
which images from this video tape are used or mentionedpymeention is made of the Licensor, within two
weeks of these things being made public, for a periahefyear after the commencement date.

6.2 Where possible the Licensee shall provide the locevigh copies in DVD format of all television articles
or current affairs shows in which this video tape is usethentioned, or any mention is made of the Licensor,
within two weeks of these things being made public, forreogef one year after the commencement date.

6.3 Within one week of initial public use of thisleo tape, the Licensee shall run a full page newspapgrist
consultation with the Licensor, which displays a completesript of the Licensors “Address to the Nation”. The
Licensee will do this in every newspaper over which it hatrob

6.4 The Licensee shall allow the “Weekend Austrélnewspaper to run at least one full page story sirtalar
6.3 if it is their choice to do so.

6.5 The Licensee shall not indulge in unethical condunct,shall not be a party to any act, matter or thing by
which ............... , this video tape, or words teritby ............... are misrepresented.

6.6 The Licensee shall not copyright any part of this vidge or words written by the Licensor. The
Licensee will contractually prohibit sub-Licensees or pthesiness associates from doing so.

6.7 The Licensee will use this video tape, the “Adslr® the Nation” and all associated items strictly for
News Purposes only. This material, or part thereof, wit be used by the licensee in motion pictures,
documentaries or advertising at any time or in any Wée Licensee agrees and admits that all of this mhter
owned by ................ The Licensee will contradju@kohibit Sub-Licensees or other associates from udiigy t
material, or part thereof, in motion pictures, documentanesivertising at any time or in any way.

6.8 Upon receipt of the original copy of this video tamel VHS adapter, the Licensee shall transfer the
contents to its own image store while the Licensor wditsh immediately return that original tape and VHS
adapter to the Licensor.

7 Freedom of the Licensor

7.1 The Licensor shall be free to speak on any syligeahy party at any time, under any conditions including
for payment, after a period of four days from the commennedse. 7.2 The Licensor shall be free to use
this video tape in any way after a period of 21 dags the commencement date. This includes Licensingler sa
for payment to any party so long as such activity dodsinfinge on the Licensee’s rights in this rkgment.
7.3 The Licensor shall not be liable in any way for ang Hisect or consequential arising from the use of this
video tape or words written by the Licensor, sustainethbyLicensee or any Sub-Licensee, associate or custome
of the Licensee. The Licensee will incorporate such provisioasy Sub-Licence contract.

8 Assignment or Transfer of Licence
The Licensee shall be entitled to appoint Sub-Licenseesetthis video tape and associated items covered
by this Agreement, provided that such Sub-Licenseegrtdysbound by clauses 6.5, 6.6 and 6.7.

9 Non association

The Licensee will use this video tape and the “Addreskd Nation” text strictly in accordance with this
Agreement. At no time will the Licensee portray the Licerss an associate, partner, employee, or joint venturer
of the Licensee unless by prior arrangement with the Lens

10 Nonwaiver
Failure by the Licensor at any time to enforce any piowi of this Agreement shall in no way be
considered to be a waiver of such provision or in any waffect the validity of this Agreement.
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11 Dispute Resolution

If any question of difference whatsoever shall arise éetwhe parties (or their respective representatives)
concerning this Agreement, or any provision, or construatiothis Agreement, or as to any matter in any way
connected with or arising out of use of this video tape“Address to the Nation”, or the rights, duties or liakakt
of either party in connection with such use, which catmeotesolved amicably within one (1) month then and in
every such case the matter in dispute shall be refermatbitoation.

13 Schedule
13.2 Licence Premium:......cccocuveeeeiiiiiieenininiieeee e ,.to be supplied in the form of a valid cheque made out
to “Thylacine Recovery Trust Fund”.

13.3 Term: 100 years
13.4 Territory: All countries and territories of the world

14 Signatures

EXECUTED by the parties as follows:

SIGNED DY oo Ligensor)

in the presence of: ..........cccccvveeeieeescnmnnd (Witness)

AAAreSS Of WItNESS: .uuuiiiiiieiiiiiiie e e e e e e e e aee s

SIGNED BY ..o, Ligensee)

Or by it's directors:
............................................... ) Signature of director:
............................................... ) Signature of director:
............................................... ) Signature of director:
............................................... ) Signature of director:

in the presence of: ........ccoccvvveeriiiiiremmnd (Witness)

AAreSS Of WITNESS: . .ovveiiieii e eeemmeme e e et e e et e e e e st e e e s s e e eeees

END




